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command and I cannot give it up. Since I cannot be master I shall
leave France." There was nothing the Directors more ardently
desired. If Bonaparte chose to take himself, his ambitions and his
Caesarian army to Egypt he should be enabled to do so.

But had the Directors been able to penetrate his disguise, they
would have thought him even more dangerous than they supposed.
To the few to whom he dared confide his dreams, he declared that
he was about to conquer an eastern empire surpassing the fables of
antiquity. He would not only destroy England's sordid hegemony
in the Orient but found another, far vaster, in its place. In die East,
he told his brother Lucien, there were six hundred million men.
Compared with Asia, Europe was ** a mere molehill." He would
not only become its dictator but its prophet. He would found a
new religion. His genius and passionate will would mould not
only the present but the remote future.1 " We shall change the
fate of the world," he told Talleyrand.

The road to the East was open. By his Italian conquests he had
driven the English battleships from the Mediterranean and secured
a line of stepping-stones stretching along the Dalmatian and Ionian
coasts towards Egypt. It would be child's pky to seize that sandy,
fabulous land in the name of its remote Turkish Sultan and " free "
its effete people from the despotism of its Mameluke ** aristocrats."
It would only be another repetition of the familiar Revolutionary
technique of conquest.

Even before he had completed his inspection of the Flemish ports,
Bonaparte had requested the naval authorities at Toulon to hold up
the warships ordered for Brest and assemble transports. Three weeks
later on March 5th he drew up detailed plans for an Egyptian
expedition. Thereafter events, as always when he directed, moved
swiftly. On April I2th engineers, openly wearing French uniforms,
landed at Alexandria and began to prepare for the reception of
military forces and to collect information about the desert roads to
Suez, the navigation of the Red Sea and British dispositions in the
Indian Ocean. Already French agents were stirring up trouble in
the great Indian state of Mysore, and its ruler, Tippoo Sahib, had

1" In Egypt,'* he told Madame de Remusat, " I found myself free from
the weariness and restraints of civilisation. I created a religion with a turban
on my head and in my hand a new Koran which I should compose according
to my own ideas." It is interesting to compare the crazy dreams of Hitler
as outlined in Dr* Rauschning's Hitler Speaks.